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Dear QOA Families, 

Happy New Year in the Church’s liturgical calendar. Advent is a time for new beginnings. The Church 

invites us to slow down and set aside extra time for prayer and reflection during this season. Adoring Jesus in the 

Blessed Sacrament, reading the nativity narratives in the Bible, praying the Joyful Mysteries of the rosary, 

participating in the Sunday and/or weekday liturgy, and attending the Sacrament of Reconciliation before 

Christmas are just a few ideas for making room for Jesus in the inn of our hearts. 

            As the children are quite excited about the coming of Christmas, we, as a faculty, teach the students that 

the true meaning of Christmas is God the Father loving us so much that He sent His only Son to redeem us and 

set us free from the power of sin. The students under the direction of Mrs. Piselli are busily preparing for our 

annual Christmas pageant. Mr. Darrohn and Mrs. Piselli are also preparing students for the band and chorus 

concert. Mr. Darrohn is very proud of the fact that all the students who auditioned made the Archdiocesan Honor 

Band. He also emphasized that this is the second year in a row that this distinction has been bestowed upon an 

elementary Catholic school. Way to go, Mr. Darrohn and QOA Band! 

            We are grateful to you, Parents, for meeting with the teachers to discuss your child/ren’s progress thus far 

this year. I stressed to the students as I administered report cards, that as long as they are doing their best, putting 

in the study time, completing assignments promptly, and being kind and respectful, they can and should be proud 

of their work. On the other hand, I explained that doing well takes much time and effort. Students who have a 

growth mindset, believe that they can accomplish tasks by being positive, continue to try when things get 

difficult, and learn from their mistakes - these are key components to becoming a successful learner. Students 

with a fixed mindset, conversely, display a negative attitude in which they think they will never be good at 

academics, that they do not challenge themselves because they do not want to appear as a failure, and 

additionally, they give up too easily, which as we know -- self-talk like this is not conducive to success. Thank 

you, Parents, for joining with us in encouraging your child/ren to work to their full potential and assisting them 

in developing a growth mindset. Life is all about the process of learning our strengths and striving to strengthen 

areas needing improvement. These are important lessons. We are all a work in progress. Let us enjoy the ride! 

In Mary’s Immaculate Heart, I am, 

Sister Mary 

Christmas Anticipation Prayer 
Beginning on St. Andrew the Apostle's feast day, November 30, the following beautiful 

prayer is traditionally recited fifteen times a day until Christmas. This is a very  

meditative prayer that helps us increase our awareness of the real focus of Christmas 

and helps us prepare ourselves spiritually for His coming.  

Hail and blessed be the hour and moment 

In which the Son of God was born  

Of the most pure Virgin Mary,  

at midnight,  

in Bethlehem,  

in the piercing cold.  

In that hour vouchsafe, I beseech Thee, O my God,  

to hear my prayer and grant my desires, 

[here mention your request] 

through the merits of Our Savior Jesus Christ,  

and of His blessed Mother. Amen.  


